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This story describes the development and introduction to operational service of the Royal Australian
Air Force ‘Bushranger’ Iroquois helicopter gunship during the Vietham War, a derivative of the Bell
UH-1H that was unique in the world.

The first-hand account of this project by Wing Commander Brian Dirou, DFC (Ret'd) provides an
accurate record of a highly successful and enterprising endeavour accomplished within No. 9
Squadron to provide a very effective intimate close air support weapons capability that reflected
typical Australian ingenuity.

The story graphically depicts several action events to demonstrate the need for the gunship
capability and the effectiveness of the Bushranger concept, also the operational discipline and
intimate teamwork necessary in very close quarters engagements with the enemy. Australian and
New Zealand Air Force, Navy and Army personnel involved in these actions are also mentioned.
Humourous and sad anecdotes balance the story and some moving poetic tributes are also included.
The tale reflects appreciable credit upon the Air Force.
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